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and girls' clubs, organizers of community centres,
public librarians, promoters of music and the
arts in general, as to the best means of utilizing
the forces at their disposal. One of their main
functions is to co-ordinate existing activities,
which are often confused and wasteful; the
municipality, the schools, the churches, the young
people's clubs, the musical societies, the arts
and crafts societies, the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A.,
and many others engaged in " solving the leisure
problem."

In several cities I found that the local repre-
sentative of the Association had persuaded the
education authorities to place the whole of the
school buildings and playgrounds at his disposal
for public recreation at the times when they were
not in use for school purposes* Visiting one of
the schools in the evening I found it crowded with
people of all ages and conditions and a score of
"activities" going on; physical instruction for
the young men and women; rhythmic dancing;
an excellent orchestra of local talent; " practice
golf" with an instructor in charge; community
singing; arts and crafts of many kinds;
"chequers" for the old men; a lorry load of
books from the public library and a bright-eyed
woman giving advice to readers; winding up
with a big " social dance " in which everybody
took part from the " kiddies " to the octogenarian;
and a corps of boys and girls ready at the stroke
of eleven to clear up and leave all spick and span for